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GENESIS Lesson 4 – 11/25/18 

The Fall of Man 

The fall of man traces the course of sin, first there is the temptation, 

then there is the deliberation followed by the action and finally the 

consequences. 

Before the fall, God had already defined the consequences of sin: “…for 

in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 

3:1: Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field 

which the LORD God had made.  And he said unto the woman, Yea, 

hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

In this verse we have recorded the first words of the devil. We are not 

told of his origins, we are not told of his appearance, and we are not 

given his history. 

Here we have the first way the devil approaches man, and that is 

disguise. He disguised himself as a serpent; an animal. God uses animals 

in the Bible to describe the devil: serpent, dragon, leviathan, and 

perhaps behemoth; by the way, they are all reptiles. 

2 Corinthians 11:14: And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed 

into an angel of light. 

What is odd about this is that Eve will be having a conversation with an 

animal, or something that looked like an animal. What the snake 

exactly looked we do not know, but it walked on all fours. 

And we can ask, “Why didn’t Satan tempt Adam?” He went straight for 

Eve. Remember she heard the command from Adam. 



2 
 

1 Peter 3:7: Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 

knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel… 

Eve was not a direct creation; she was not a “son of God.” Adam was. 

Next, the devil uses doubt. In this verse we have the reason for the 

condition of man: doubt in the word of God, doubt in what God said. 

And this is the primary tool the devil will use to bring you down: doubt. 

Doubting the promises of God, doubting your parents, doubting your 

spouse, doubting your children, doubting your fellow man, doubting 

yourself especially what God has called you to do. 

The root of questioning and doubting God and the Bible is Satanic. 

The serpent was more subtle…To be subtle is to make use of clever and 

indirect methods to achieve something. 

Only one restriction was placed on Adam: Do not eat from the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. All Adam had to do is believe and act on it. 

Eve listened to the devil. The devil altered God’s word: Has God said, 

“Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” 

In doing so, he placed doubt in the heart of Eve concerning the word of 

God. 

The fall of man is the only adequate explanation for the condition of 

our natures, our world, and of our death. 

The devil’s chief aim is get between us and God. 

Man is more willing to refuse God’s word and accept the devil’s lies. 

Next, the devil substitutes God’s word for his word: “Ye shall not surely 

die.” 
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The implication is that God was despotically withholding from man 

something which would be advantageous to him; accusing God of not 

being good. 

3:2: And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of 

the trees of the garden: 

3:3: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 

God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye 

die. 

The first transgression committed was the altering of the word of God. 

Eve omitted from the word of God: “We may eat of the fruit…” What 

word did she omit? “Freely.” “…And whosoever will, let him take the 

water of life freely (Rev. 22:17).” 

Eve then added to the word of God. She added: “neither shall ye touch 

it.” God did not say this. 

Eve then altered the word of God. She said, “…lest ye die.” God said, 

“…thou shalt surely die.” 

3:4: And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

Again, the devil casts doubt and alters the word of God. He adds the 

word “not”. 

If there is one thing you need to get this morning, you need to get this: 

the devil is behind changing the word of God. All the corruptions in the 

manuscripts that have made their way into modern Bibles have one 

source. The same one that altered, omitted, and doubted God’s word in 

Genesis 3. 
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Notice the progressive downward spiral. First, God’s will is resisted: the 

debated is whether or not eat; second, God’s word is denied: touching 

the fruit versus eating, and you may die, you may not die; and third the 

way of God is deserted: Eve reached up and took of the fruit. 

Men are lost by believing a lie, men are saved by believing the truth 

(John 5:24). Every effective lie has an element of truth. 

3:5: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 

shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

Let’s examine this verse: 

1. “God doth know” – absolutely true (God did not tell Adam and 

Eve the extent of the disobedience). 

2. “Your eyes shall be opened” – absolutely true (nakedness and 

shame were the result). 

3. “Ye shall be as gods” – absolutely true (the gods are the fallen 

angels). 

4. “Knowing good and evil” – absolutely true (but this condemns the 

sinner, Deut. 1:39; Rom. 4:15, 5:13). 

3:6: And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 

that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 

wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 

husband with her; and he did eat. 

Eve was now tempted, but the temptation is not the sin. Christ was 

tempted. He passed the test, Eve and Adam failed. 
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Hebrews 4:15: For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched 

with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as 

we are, yet without sin. 

Temptation takes on one or more of the following three forms: 

1Jo:2:16: For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 

the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.  

1. The woman saw that the tree was good for food – lust of the 

flesh; appealed to the bodily desires. 

2. It was pleasant to the eyes – lust of eyes; covetousness, appeals 

to the desire to possess what we see. 

3. A tree to be desired to make one wise – pride of life; appeals to 

our desire to be someone, to be great, famous, the center of 

attention, to be noticed. 

Satan works on you from the outside in. God works on you from the 

inside out; God’s work begins in the heart, Satan’s work ends in the 

heart. 

Christ was tempted in similar fashion by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11; 

Luke 4:1-13). 

1. Command this stone that it be made bread – lust of the flesh. 

2. Worship me, all shall be thine – lust of the eyes. 

3. Cast thyself down from hence – pride of life. 

2 Cor. 11:3: But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 

through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ. 

Beguile means charm in order to deceive. 
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Notice that Adam was not present when Eve was beguiled. 

3:7: And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 

themselves aprons. 

3:8: And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

3:9: And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where 

art thou? 

3:10: And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

3:11: And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?  Hast thou 

eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not 

eat? 

3:12: And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, 

she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

Man obtained something which he did not have before, a conscience, 

which is the knowledge of good and evil; this ushered the dispensation 

of conscience; every man, woman and child is still subject to this 

dispensation (see Romans 1-2). The conscience is the still small voice of 

God in every man testifying of what is good and evil. 

Sin brought forth shame, and shame, the desire to hide. They realized 

they had no covering—they lost their righteousness (Isa. 64:6). Instead 

of openly confessing their sin and guilt, they attempted to conceal it 
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from God. This is the way of the natural man, this is why sin is often 

done in secret. 

Man seeks shelter behind his own righteousness. What is the most 

often thing you here when you are refuse a tract? “I’m good.” 

Adam and Eve were no different, they sewed themselves fig leaves. 

And by the way, the only thing that Christ cursed while He was on earth 

was a fig tree! Man’s conscience does not bring him to God, in drives 

him away from His presence. No wonder few attend church. Last night 

(11/23/18) we were heading home after having a late lunch and doing 

some shopping at Lowes, it took us over one hour to get home, traffic 

was backed up for miles from the Orlando Speed World, hundreds 

attended, but how many are in church this morning? 

A. W. Pink says, “…that which man employs to hide his spiritual shame 

is directly under the curse of Christ, bears no fruit, and is doomed to 

quickly wither away!” 

Fig leaves represent man’s religion, an attempt to self-righteousness; all 

the religions of the world are vain, only a relationship with Christ 

matters. 

It was only when Adam ate that both their eyes were opened. Adam 

loved Eve enough to die for her, he knowingly ate; she was deceived. 

Adam’s position was a federal one; he acted in a capacity that that 

represented the entire human race, this why what Adam did affects us 

all for we are his descendants. 

When God confronted Adam, God gave him the opportunity to justify 

himself and to confess his sin. This is seen by the question: “Hast thou 

eaten of the tree?” 
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Instead of confessing his sin, instead of being humble, broken hearted 

of a contrite spirit, Adam excuses himself, “I was naked and hid myself”, 

and passes the blame, or as would say, “passes the buck.” 

Psalms 34:18: The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; 

and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

Psalms 51:17: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Isaiah 57:15: For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 

eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 

him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of 

the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

Isaiah 66:2: For all those things hath mine hand made, and those things 

have been, saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that 

is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. 

The blame game starts. Adam blames Eve, “The woman whom thou 

gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” She made 

me do it. 

Eve blames the snake, “The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” 

Notice that the serpent had no one to blame! And God never asks him, 

“Why?” 

So when man fell, three things happened to him, I believe he changed, 

he lost the perfect nature he had, he lost the eternal body that he had. 

He developed a blood stream instantly. And why do I say this? 
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Leviticus 17:11: For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given 

it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is 

the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. 

Second, his spirit died, and third, his soul became stuck to his body. This 

why when he dies in his sin he goes straight to hell. 

Eve was the cause of Adam’s death. When Eve gave Adam to eat, he 

recognized what had happened to her. He willingly ate. 

The blame was on Adam. God said, “Because thou hast hearkened unto 

the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded 

thee…” God did not say this to Eve; the command was given to Adam, 

and not Eve.” 

Paul clarifies what took place: 

1 Timothy 2:14: And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being 

deceived was in the transgression. 

Eve was told by Adam what God had commanded, and she was 

deceived by Satan, but Adam partook of the fruit willing; choosing to 

die for and with his wife, rather than have her die alone. Adam was a 

type of Christ (Eph. 5:25). 

The Result of the Fall 

The effects of the fall were fourfold: 

The serpent as an animal was cursed: Because thou hast done 

this…upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days 

of thy life: The serpent was cursed: he would slither 
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The woman was cursed: I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children…” 

The ground was cursed because of man: “…cursed is the ground for thy 

sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns also 

and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 

the field (even after the fall, man was still a vegetarian)…In the sweat of 

thy face shalt thou eat bread…” 

Man was cursed: “…till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast 

thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 

The woman was cursed: pain and sorrow in child bearing 

The man was cursed: the earth was cursed because of him, and he 

would now die physically 

Redemption in Genesis 

3:15: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 

between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 

shalt bruise his heel. 

God cursed the serpent first, He then gave the promise of the Messiah, 

then He cursed the woman, and finally the man. God went in order of 

responsibility, but promise of redemption was only given after the 

serpent was cursed, for the serpent, Satan, has no hope of redemption. 

The promise of the coming Messiah is found in Genesis 3:15: And I will 

put enmity between thee (Satan) and the woman, and between thy 

seed (those living in sin – 1 Peter 1:23) and her seed (Messiah); it 

(Messiah) shall bruise thy head (judgment of Satan, see John 12:31, 
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16:11 and Rev. 20:10), and thou shalt bruise his heel (suffering and 

crucifixion of Christ). 

Satan’s doom was pronounced: he would be bruised by the Son. 

Romans 16:20: And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet 

shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 

By a woman came the sin and by a woman came the Savior! Satan 

deceived the very person who would be responsible for his doom! Only 

God could plan this! 

Isaiah 7:14: Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 

virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Galatians 4:4: But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent 

forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

Now we pause to ask, what is the serpent’s seed? We will cover that in 

next week’s lesson when we discuss Cain and Abel. 

Isaiah 53:5: But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 

for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 

with his stripes we are healed. 

God sought for Adam, He asked, “Where are thou?” It was not Adam 

who sought God, Adam fled from the presence of God. God looked for 

Adam. 

Luke 19:10: For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 

was lost. 

Romans 3:11: There is none that understandeth, there is none that 

seeketh after God. 
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It was God who sought Adam. God still asks every man, woman and 

child this question: “Where are thou?” 

3:8: And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day… 

God visited Adam, as He always did. God knew Adam sinned but He still 

showed up for their regular time of fellowship. God desires for us to 

turn from our sin so that He can fellowship with us (see 1 John 1:9). 

Daily fellowship with God was part His original plan. 

3:21: Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of 

skins, and clothed them. 

The Lord God clothed Adam and Eve with skins; He furnished the skins, 

He made them into coats. They did nothing. God did it all. It was God 

who provided the means of redemption. In order to procure the skins, 

blood must have shed, an animal must have been slain, life must have 

been taken. And this is a type of redemption, a covering must be 

provided for the fallen and ruined sinner. 

Isaiah 61:10: I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in 

my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath 

covered me with the robe of righteousness… 

3:22: And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, 

to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take 

also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 

3:23: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 

to till the ground from whence he was taken. 
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3:24: So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the 

garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every 

way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 

But the consequences of sin were not erased. Man died spiritually and 

he was going to die physically. And furthermore he had to be driven out 

of the garden, they were driven out of Paradise. 

Here is some homework to find to location of paradise, see Luke 23:43, 

2 Cor. 12:4, and Rev. 2:7. The key is the “tree of life.” 

The barring of the tree of life symbolizes the separation from God man 

experienced after the fall. 

The sword made sure that it stayed that way. 

Christ came to undo all that Adam had done. 

1 Cor. 15:22: For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 

alive. 

1 Cor. 15:45: And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living 

soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

First, Christ was made a man like Adam, yet sinless. 

Second, Christ bore the curse of the fall on the cross. 

Galatians 3:13: Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, 

being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that 

hangeth on a tree: 

Third, Christ reversed the effects of the fall and bringing the better 

things (see book of Hebrews). 
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1. The ground was cursed – Christ became a curse for us (Gal. 3:13) 

2. In sorrow man was to eat of it – Christ was a man of sorrows (Isa. 

53:3). 

3. Thorns and thistles it was to bring forth – Christ was crowned with 

a crown of thorns (John 18:8). 

4. By the sweat of this face man was to eat bread – When Christ 

prayed, great drops sweat dropped from His face (Luke 22:44). 

5. Unto dust man was to return – Christ was buried, brought to the 

dust of the earth (Psalm 22:15). 

6. A flaming sword barred the way to the tree of life – Christ was 

taken with swords and staves (Zech. 13:7; Matt. 26:55) 

7. Man was separated from God – Christ was forsaken by the Father 

(Matt. 27:46). 


